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Sample Test Questionsfor CSET: Japanese Subtest ||

Below is a set of multiple-choice questions and constructed-response questions that are similar to the questions
you will see on Subtest II of CSET: Japanese. You are encouraged to respond to the questions without looking
at the responses provided in the next section. Record your responses on a sheet of paper and compare them with
the provided responses.
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Japanese Subtest 11

General Directions

This test consists of two sections: (1) a multiple-choice question section and (2) a constructed-response
assignment section. Each question in the first section is a multiple-choice question with four answer choices.
Read each question and answer choice carefully and choose the ONE best answer.

Try to answer all questions. In general, if you have some knowledge about a question, it is better to try to
answer it. You will not be penalized for guessing.

The second section contains one or more constructed-response assignments. You will be asked to provide a
written response to each assignment. Directions for the constructed-response assignment(s) appear immediately
before the assignment(s).

You may work on the multiple-choice questions and the constructed-response assignment(s) in any order that
you choose. Be sure to allocate your time carefully so you are able to complete the entire test within the testing

session. You may go back and review your answers at any time during the testing session.

You may NOT use any type of calculator or reference materials during the testing session.
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Japanese Subtest 11

1. Which of the following best describes the
principle of miyabi, as reflected in great
literature of the Heian period (794—
1185)?

A.  perception of form and function
in art

B.  appreciation of simple beauty and
perfection

C. insight into the meaning and
significance of art

D. respect for classical literary
traditions
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Japanese Subtest 11

Read the poem below, " On Love" by Shuntaro Tanikawa; then answer the three questions that
follow.
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Japanese Subtest 11

2. The language used in the opening line 3.  In the second stanza of the poem, the
of this poem evokes a feeling of: writer suggests that the night is like:
A.  childlike eagerness. A.  astarfish.
B.  rigid authority. B.  death.
C.  fretful boredom. C.  ablanket.
D. tearful pleading. D.  anocean.

4.  The overall tone of this poem is best
described as:

A. romantic.
B.  cynical.
C. indifferent.

D. anxious.
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Japanese Subtest 11

5. Which of the following best describes a
major social consequence of the rise of
cities and the expansion of a commercial
economy in eighteenth-century Japan?

A.  Many samurai experienced a
reduction in living standards and
diminished prestige.

B.  The daimyo improved their social
position in terms of both wealth
and power.

C. Command of foreign learning
became an increasingly important
means of social mobility.

D. Increased agricultural imports led
to widespread impoverishment
among the peasantry.

6. Since the Tokugawa period (1603—-1867),
Japanese families have taken children
ages three, five, and seven to Shinto
shrines to have priests offer prayers for
them. These rituals, formalized since the
Meiji period (1868—1912) as Shichi-go-
san, symbolize:

A.  the official recognition of
individual children becoming
members of society.

B.  the hopes of parents that their
children will live long and
prosperous lives.

C. the ties between the spirits of the
family's ancestors and the new
generation.

D. the special contributions that the
new generation will make to
society as adults.

7. Which of the following best explains the
stylistic differences between the refined
and formalized dramas of no theater and
the lively and melodramatic dramas of
kabuki theater?

A.  Kabuki came originally from the
popular culture of townspeople,
while n6 emerged out of Japan's
aristocratic culture.

B.  The primary goal of no authors is
to explore issues of moral conflict
in personal relationships, while the
primary goal of kabuki authors is to
provide entertainment.

C.  No dramas focus on historical
events, while the focus of kabuki
is on themes of fantasy and other-
worldliness.

D.  The early roots of kabuki are
connected with Shintd rituals
and beliefs, while the early roots
of no are found the values of
Confucianism.
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Japanese Subtest 11

CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS
For the assignments in this section of the test, you are to prepare written responses on the assigned topics.
Read each assignment carefully before you begin your responses. Think about how you will organize your
responses. You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your
responses. However, your final responses must be either typed into the on-screen response box(es) or
written on the response sheet(s) and scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation.

Instructions for scanning your response sheet(s) are available by clicking the “ Scanning Help” button at
the top of the screen.

Your responses to Assignments 8, 9, and 11 will be evaluated based on the following criteria.

PURPOSE: the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge in
relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements

SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE: the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in
the relevant CSET subject matter requirements

SUPPORT: the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET subject
matter requirements

Your response to Assignment 10 will be evaluated based on the following criteria.

PURPOSE: the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge
in relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements

SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE: the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as
described in the relevant CSET subject matter requirements

SUPPORT: the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET
subject matter requirements

DEPTH AND BREADTH OF UNDERSTANDING: the degree to which the response
demonstrates understanding of the relevant CSET subject matter requirements
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Japanese Subtest 11

Assignments 8 and 9: Relevant Subject Matter Requirements

* Demonstrate an understanding of major movements, genres, writers, and works in the literature of the
target language.

* Demonstrate an understanding of the historical, social, and cultural influences on works of literature
in the target language.

»  Use knowledge of the literary and cultural traditions of the target culture to interpret changes in that
culture over time.

*  Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which literary and intellectual works and movements of
cultures associated with the target language both reflected and shaped those cultures.

* Analyze and interpret a wide range of literary and cultural texts.

» Evaluate the use of language to convey meaning, to inform, to persuade, or to evoke reader response.
e Analyze the elements of literary works.

* Interpret the use of rhetorical and literary techniques.

Assignments 10 and 11: Relevant Subject Matter Requirements

* Demonstrate an understanding of how all of the cultural perspectives within nations and cultures
associated with the target language interact to influence the development and evolution of the target
cultures.

* Demonstrate familiarity with how the major physical and other geographical features of countries and
cultures associated with the target language have influenced the cultures' development and evolution.

* Analyze how political factors have influenced the development and evolution of cultures associated
with the target language, including the interrelationship between geography and political systems.

*  Demonstrate familiarity with significant individuals, key eras, and major historical events and
developments within nations and cultures associated with the target language, and analyze their
influence on the development and evolution of the target cultures.

* Demonstrate an understanding of how the political, religious, social, economic, and educational
systems and institutions in nations and cultures associated with the target language have been shaped
by and have influenced the development and evolution of the target cultures.

*  Demonstrate an understanding of how cultural practices exemplify cultural perspectives.

* Analyze cultural stereotypes and their effects on the perceptions of and attitudes toward the target
cultures.

* Demonstrate an understanding of how the products of a target culture exemplify cultural perspectives.

The assignments are intended to assess subject matter knowledge and skills, not writing ability. Your
responses, however, must be communicated clearly enough to permit a valid judgment of your knowledge and
skills. Your responses should be written for an audience of educators in the field and may be written in the
target language or English.

Y our responses should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from
some other work. Please write legibly when using response sheets. You may not use any reference materials
during the test. Remember to review your work and make any changes you think will improve your
responses.
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Japanese Subtest 11

Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your testing
time. Monitor your time carefully. When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen
indicating the conclusion of your test session. Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test

or before time has expired will be scored. Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will
NOT be scored.
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Japanese Subtest 11

8. Completethe exercisethat follows.
Using your knowledge of literature, write a response, in either Japanese or English, in which you

identify and discuss a well-known Japanese novelist or poet of the Showa period (1926—1990).
Include at least three important facts or ideas about the author's life and/or works.
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Japanese Subtest 11

9. Read the passage below from Kitchen (1988), a novel by Banana Y oshimoto; then completethe
exercisethat follows.
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Using your knowledge of literature, write a response, in either Japanese or English, in which you:
* identify a significant theme of this passage; and
* explain how descriptive details helps convey the theme you have identified.

Be sure to give specific examples from the text to support your answer.
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Japanese Subtest 11

10.

12

Completethe exercise that follows.
Japan's modern educational system was introduced immediately after the Meiji Restoration and
modified after World War II. Since the 1870s it has played a critical role in the development of modern

Japanese society.

Using your knowledge of Japanese history and culture, write a response, in either Japanese or English,
in which you:

* describe the main features of Japan's contemporary system of education; and

» analyze how that system has influenced contemporary Japanese society.
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Japanese Subtest 11

11. Completethe exercisethat follows.
Mountains occupy more than four-fifths of Japan's land surface.
Using your knowledge of Japanese geography and history, write a response, in either Japanese or

English, in which you describe two ways in which the country's mountainous topography has influenced
the economic structure, lifestyles, or cultural perspectives of the Japanese people.
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Japanese Subtest 11

Acknowledgments

Question
Number
2./3./4. Shuntaro Tanikawa. On Love. NM: Katydid Books, 2003. Reprinted with permission.
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Washington Square Press. pp. 3—4.
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Annotated Responsesto Sample M ultiple-Choice Questionsfor CSET:
Japanese Subtest ||

Literary and Cultural Textsand Traditions

1. Correct Response: B. (SMR Code: 3.1) During the Heian period, the Japanese privileged class
fostered the emergence of new, uniquely Japanese values and aesthetic terms. Among the most important
of these values was miyabi, which refers broadly to ideas of beauty, perfection, and refined taste.

2. Correct Response: A. (SMR Code: 3.2) The opening line of the poem can be translated as "Let's jump
rope here, you and I. Right here!" This text, with its reference to jumping rope and its exclamatory
statement "Right here!", evokes a sense of childlike eagerness and excitement.

3. Correct Response: D. (SMR Code: 3.2) In the second stanza, the writer suggests that the night is like
an ocean. This can be seen in the text that says, "Let's pick a little starfish from the sea of the dawning
sky. At breakfast let's throw it back and let the night recede."

4. Correct Response: A. (SMR Code: 3.2) Throughout the poem, the writer presents an idealized and
romantic view of love and the one who is loved. The writer takes delight in thinking about doing the
simple things of everyday life with the beloved, like jumping rope, having lunch, looking at the sky,
returning home, drinking tea, and feeling the breeze. The writer's description of love is full of optimism
and joy. There is no hint of cynicism, indifference, or anxiety.

Cultural Analysisand Comparisons

5. Correct Response: A. (SMR Code: 4.1) Trained only as soldiers, many samurai had a difficult time
adjusting to the social and economic changes taking place in eighteenth-century Japan. Not only was
employment hard to find during an era of peace, but tax laws that discriminated against the agricultural
activities of the feudal lords whom the samurai served further reduced their income. These developments
left many samurai deeply in debt.

6. Correct Response: B. (SMR Code: 4.2) The rituals performed on Shichi-go-san (November 15) are
intended to thank the Shinto gods (kami) for protecting the children and to pray for their healthy
development. After the ceremony, parents often give their children longevity candy (chitoseame), which
is sold in bags bearing illustrations of cranes and turtles, two animals that symbolize long life. Both the
candy and the bag represent parental hopes that their children will have long and prosperous lives.

7. Correct Response: A. (SMR Code: 4.3) Created in the early seventeenth century, kabuki theater was
the first dramatic form designed mainly for the entertainment of Japan's common people. The prestige of
kabuki, known as the people's theater, increased as merchants and other commoners improved their status
in Japanese society. No theater is a form of ceremonial drama that emerged as a distinctive art form in the
fourteenth century and was performed mainly for the benefit of Japan's aristocratic elite.
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Examples of Strong Responses to Sample Constructed-Response
Questionsfor CSET: Japanese Subtest ||

Literary and Cultural Textsand Traditions

Question #8 (Score Point 3 Response)

JIERFERIC I, B4R BAREEO/NRFE Th 5, 18994FEIZ, KR CTAEEIL, 19724F
2. BOmEEE Lz, 196842, HARAND/INHFE E LT, #FIHTD ) —~VE/NGER
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Question #9 (Scor e Point 3 Response)
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BANCR TN D, mfCBEITI EARICAD D NEDHIZ 2> THORFZ S FITHE TN E
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W, AEDBRIZ A > T BIFE TR T2 500, F o F o AEREITH D, (EEIEZ D
ELAYEASY "
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Japanese Subtest 11

Cultural Analysisand Comparisons (Extended-Response Question)

Question #10 (Score Point 4 Response)

BRAARDHEHREDORFTO—21F, TRBEHE] & L TMmbIL, MEMKES BFRD
OOHEEHRETH D, ZORIEZ, 1ZE, TAVDOFEERIELEFHELE L2b DT, &F
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Japanese Subtest 11

Cultural Analysisand Comparisons (Short [Focused]-Response Question)

Question #11 (Score Point 3 Response)

HWHEHAE DOETZ 72720, BEN, ERO LRI HFHL 0D Z ERBRRIEITTE -1,
JESRZ, BHARNIL, BEIEFE L TE, AELZEREMIIE O & ZITERET 200
Lo TRkE > T\, IEHAR & ZOEmELFIM LfARIL, ARICBT L2 FEN>F4
IREFEMD—DTh D,

. EEDPR VR LUW LIRS T, ZREOENIEFICIRE SN TWEZOHE, 13EA
EDNZIIFNTE L TWe, #25, SUBOBALT, BAFEZIRD BATHELEHER L, i
ofc, RNT, OB UL, R#E. EFRE BRSO NHBROM S Z G872 HA
DHETED, UL DFsta & 75Tz,
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Scoring Information for CSET: Japanese Subtest |1

Responses to the multiple-choice questions are scored electronically. Scores are based on the number of
questions answered correctly. There is no penalty for guessing.

Responses to constructed-response questions are scored by qualified California educators using focused holistic
scoring.

Because the constructed-response questions on CSET: Japanese Subtest II are of two types—one type requiring
a short (focused) response taking approximately 10-15 minutes to complete, and another type requiring an
extended response taking approximately 3045 minutes to complete—two sets of performance characteristics
and two scoring scales will be used to score responses to the constructed-response questions. Scorers will judge
the overall effectiveness of your responses while focusing on the appropriate performance characteristics that
have been identified as important for this subtest (see below and pages 20 and 21). Each response will be
assigned a score based on an approved scoring scale (see pages 20 and 22).

Y our performance on the subtest will be evaluated against a standard determined by the Commission on Teacher
Credentialing based on professional judgments and recommendations of California educators.

Performance Characteristics and Scoring Scalesfor CSET: Japanese Subtest 11

A. SHORT (FOCUSED)-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

Performance Characteristics. The following performance characteristics will guide the scoring of responses
to the short (focused)-response constructed-response questions on CSET: Japanese Subtest 1.

PURPOSE The extent to which the response addresses the constructed response assignment's
charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements.

SUBJECT MATTER The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the relevant
KNOWLEDGE CSET subject matter requirements.

SUPPORT The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant
CSET subject matter requirements.

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Literary and Cultural Texts and Traditions

* Demonstrate an understanding of major movements, genres, writers, and works in the literature of the
target language.

* Demonstrate an understanding of the historical, social, and cultural influences on works of literature in
the target language.

* Use knowledge of the literary and cultural traditions of the target culture to interpret changes in that
culture over time.

* Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which literary and intellectual works and movements of
cultures associated with the target language both reflected and shaped those cultures.

* Analyze and interpret a wide range of literary and cultural texts.

» Evaluate the use of language to convey meaning, to inform, to persuade, or to evoke reader response.
* Analyze the elements of literary works.

» Interpret the use of rhetorical and literary techniques.
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Japanese Subtest 11

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Cultural Analysis and Comparisons

Demonstrate an understanding of how all of the cultural perspectives within nations and cultures
associated with the target language interact to influence the development and evolution of the target
cultures.

Demonstrate familiarity with how the major physical and other geographical features of countries and
cultures associated with the target language have influenced the cultures' development and evolution.

Analyze how political factors have influenced the development and evolution of cultures associated
with the target language, including the relationship between geography and political systems.
Demonstrate familiarity with significant individuals, key eras, and major historical events and
developments within nations and cultures associated with the target language, and analyze their
influence on the development and evolution of the target cultures.

Demonstrate an understanding of how the political, religious, social, economic, and educational systems
and institutions in nations and cultures associated with the target language have been shaped by and
have influenced the development and evolution of the target cultures.

Demonstrate an understanding of how cultural practices exemplify cultural perspectives.

Analyze cultural stereotypes and their effects on the perceptions of and attitudes toward the target
cultures.

Demonstrate an understanding of how the products of a target culture exemplify cultural perspectives.

Scoring Scale. Scores will be assigned to each response to the short (focused)-response constructed-response
questions on CSET: Japanese Subtest II according to the following scoring scale.

SCORE
PoOINT

SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

3 * The purpose of the assignment is fully achieved.

The" 3" responsereflectsa command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined in the
CSET subject matter requirementsfor World Languages.

» There is an accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
» There is appropriate and specific relevant supporting evidence.

2 » The purpose of the assignment is largely achieved.

The" 2" response reflects a general command of the relevant knowledge and skills as
defined in the CSET subject matter requirementsfor World Languages.

» There is a largely accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
» There is acceptable relevant supporting evidence.

1 * The purpose of the assignment is only partially or not achieved.

The" 1" responsereflectsalimited or no command of therelevant knowledge and skills as
defined in the CSET subject matter requirementsfor World Languages.

* There is limited or no application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
* There is little or no relevant supporting evidence.

U illegible, not in the target language or English, or does not contain a sufficient amount of

The" U" (Unscorable) isassigned to aresponsethat isunrelated to the assignment,

original work to score.

B The"B" (Blank) isassigned to aresponsethat is blank.

20
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Japanese Subtest 11

B. EXTENDED-RESPONSE QUESTION

Performance Characteristics. The following performance characteristics will guide the scoring of responses
to the extended-response constructed-response question on CSET: Japanese Subtest II.

PURPOSE

The extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response

assignment's charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements.

SUBJECT MATTER
KNOWLEDGE

The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the
relevant CSET subject matter requirements.

SUPPORT

The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to
relevant CSET subject matter requirements.

DEPTH AND BREADTH
OF UNDERSTANDING

The degree to which the response demonstrates understanding of the relevant
CSET subject matter requirements.

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Cultural Analysis and Comparisons

* Demonstrate an understanding of how all of the cultural perspectives within nations and cultures
associated with the target language interact to influence the development and evolution of the target

cultures.

* Demonstrate familiarity with how the major physical and other geographical features of countries and
cultures associated with the target language have influenced the cultures' development and evolution.

* Analyze how political factors have influenced the development and evolution of cultures associated
with the target language, including the relationship between geography and political systems.

* Demonstrate familiarity with significant individuals, key eras, and major historical events and
developments within nations and cultures associated with the target language, and analyze their
influence on the development and evolution of the target cultures.

* Demonstrate an understanding of how the political, religious, social, economic, and educational systems
and institutions in nations and cultures associated with the target language have been shaped by and
have influenced the development and evolution of the target cultures.

* Demonstrate an understanding of how cultural practices exemplify cultural perspectives.

* Analyze cultural stereotypes and their effects on the perceptions of and attitudes toward the target

cultures.

* Demonstrate an understanding of how the products of a target culture exemplify cultural perspectives.

California Subject Examinations for Teachers Test Guide
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Japanese Subtest 11

Scoring Scale. Scores will be assigned to each response to the extended-response constructed-response
question on CSET: Japanese Subtest Il according to the following scoring scale.

SCORE

POINT SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

The" 4" responsereflects a thorough command of the relevant knowledge and skills as
defined in the CSET subject matter requirementsfor World L anguages.

* The purpose of the assignment is fully achieved.

» There is a substantial and accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
» The supporting evidence is sound; there are high-quality, relevant examples.

* The response reflects a comprehensive understanding of the assignment.

The" 3" responsereflects a general command of therelevant knowledge and skills as defined
in the CSET subject matter requirementsfor World Languages.

* The purpose of the assignment is largely achieved.

* There is a largely accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.

» The supporting evidence is adequate; there are some acceptable, relevant examples.
* The response reflects an adequate understanding of the assignment.

The" 2" responsereflectsalimited command of therelevant knowledge and skills as defined
in the CSET subject matter requirementsfor World Languages.

* The purpose of the assignment is partially achieved.

* There is limited accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
» The supporting evidence is limited; there are few relevant examples.

* The response reflects a limited understanding of the assignment.

The" 1" responsereflectslittle or no command of therelevant knowledge and skills as
defined in the CSET subject matter requirementsfor World L anguages.

» The purpose of the assignment is not achieved.

» There is little or no accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
* The supporting evidence is weak; there are no or few relevant examples.

* The response reflects little or no understanding of the assignment.

The" U" (Unscorable) isassigned to a responsethat isunrelated to the assignment, illegible,
U not in the target language or English, or does not contain a sufficient amount of original work
to score.

B The"B" (Blank) isassigned to aresponsethat is blank.
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